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SPORTS: WAR ON HUTS, MONEY
FOR PALACES

Barys Tasman

Summary

All socioeconomic hardships Belarus is suffering now had not affected national#
level sports until recently. In 2011, the economic crisis hit them as well, which
however did not result in fewer medals. On the contrary, Belarusian athletes
won more of them than in 2010 as concerns world championships only. Elite
athletes were safeguarded from adversities but the sports reserve suffered
heavily and training of newcomers is still flawed. The use of doping in youth
sports is as huge a problem as before. The lack of a quality reserve is often
remedied by naturalization of foreigners.
Football players of the national youth team won European medals for the first
time and will play in the Olympics, while the national adult team did not make
it through the UEFA European Championship 2012 qualifying round.
The new presidential decree on support for physical training and sports
organizations does not look revolutionary, although it is meant to raise sports
management up from zero.
Much effort has been made to prepare for the Ice Hockey World Championship
which Minsk is going to host in 2014. The focus is on construction of new ice
arenas. At the same time, the performance of the national teams of all ages in
world championships is rather depressing.

Trends:

• Large scale construction of ice palaces;
• Intense preparation for the 2014 Ice Hockey World Championship;
• Priority funding of the sports elite;
• Troublesome situation with training of the reserve;
• Progressing naturalization of foreigners;
• Declarative struggle against doping.

Commerce motivators
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Minsk Championship32014 in question
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Palace boom
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Successes of national youth football team
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