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PUBLIC OPINION: HISTORIC COLLAPSE

Sergey Nikolyuk

Summary

The three#digit consumer inflation and almost three#fold devaluation of the
national currency came as a shock to Belarusians. All social indicators went
down to an all#time low. The public blamed the government for their falling
incomes, but also Alexander Lukashenko personally, due to which his electoral
rating dropped from 55% in December 2010 to 21% in September 2011. At the
same time, it did not have any effect on the popularity of the opposition, nor
did it ignite mass protests.

Trends:

• Alexander Lukashenko became a president of “minority” for the first time
since late 2003.

• The social indexes’ insensibility to official propaganda stunts, such as looking
for external and internal enemies to shift the blame to, actually displays
irreversible desacralization of Belarusian leadership.

• Stabilization on the currency market in October broke the negative trend; the
fall of the social indexes was followed by an insignificant rise, although society
is still far away from the pre#crisis status.
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Table 1. Changes in the indexes of financial status (FSI), expectations
(EI) and policy correctness (PCI)
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Who is to blame?
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Table 2. Changes in President Lukashenko’s electoral rating (%)
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Budget as a political differentiation factor
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Table 3. Answers to the question “Do you trust the president
of Belarus?” (%)
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